February 13th, 2005

Hi Gavin

Well, now that I have a Google e-mail (gmail) address, I will use it to send today’s letters. But, I have not yet found gamil to be any better than the other two I have. It has some good points, but also has some disadvantages, such as the adding of addresses, especially addresses to ‘cc’ .One good feature, but only if you know a person’s address, is that when you type a letter in the address box, all addresses beginning with that letter pop up and you select the one(s) you want. But that is no good for group mailing, which gmail won’t do. 


The main event in Hong Kong, of course, has been Lunar New Year. It is now the Year of the Rooster, which may not be a good thing, given the incidence of bird/chicken flu in the region. Anyway, New Year’s day was last Wednesday, and there were 3 days of public holiday. I heard on TV news that 3.5 million people left HK for the holidays, most to China of course. I can’t believe that figure, as it is half the population, but I think I heard it correctly! 

On Lunar New Year's day, there was a soccer match between Brazil and HK. The ticket prices were very high (many much higher than the HK 7s which is for 3 days!) and as a result, large portions of the stands were empty. The Brazil team was minus Ronaldo, and this was announced after tickets had been sold and we were told he would attend. In the end, Brazil won by at least 7 to 1 (I say ‘at least’ as I am not sure if the score I heard on the radio was the final score or just a progress score.) 

There have been more bus accidents in China involving HK tourists. Near Guilin, a speeding – as usual – bus went off a bridge, killing two and injuring many. And in Beijing, two other HK visitors were killed in a bus accident. 

There had been a prediction of something bad happening in HK on the 8th. But, like most of these kinds of predictions, nothing happened. If something does happen, the prediction looks great; if nothing happens, it is quietly forgotten. There are also predictions of a tsunami in Japan and Korea sometime in 2005, but anybody could predict that, as tsunamis are rather common there! Perhaps hoping for good luck, there were record numbers of visitors, including many tourists, at the Che Kung temple in Shatin/Tai Wai on the 3rd day of the Lunar New Year. The new KCR station at Che Kung on the Ma On Shan extension makes it easier to get to the temple now. On this day, a prominent person is there to shake the fortune sticks to find out how HK will fare in the coming year. Until a couple of years ago, this was invariably a high government official, but after shaking out sticks for a couple of years that indicated bad fortune, the government has refused to send anyone again! 
Now, for sport! Doubtless, those of you in Boston will be pleased that the New England Patriots again win the Superbowl again. On our TV news, saw the team in a street parade in those hybrid truck-boats. I did not go on a hike yesterday; still feeling a bit tired from last Saturday’s run. So, I just went for a 30-min treadmill run in the gym instead. Also read that Max Schmeling died a few days ago at the age of 99. A German, he was the first European to win the boxing heavyweight title. Seems to have been a nice guy as well. He would not co-operate when Hitler tried to make him an Aryan sporting hero! Later, he became good friends with Joe Louis, whom he had taken the crown from (?in 1938) and even paid all the expenses when Louis died in 1981. 

Another sporting event was the end of the single-handed round-the-world yacht race, which was won by Ellen Ellen Macarthur, the 28-year old Englishwoman, who won in a record time of just over 71 days (1½ days faster than the old record set last year, which, in turn, was about 20 days faster than the previous record). Very impressive! The LA Rugby 7s is being held this weekend. 
You probably heard on the dam break in Pakistan with the water sweeping away several villages. Also, Arthur Miller died. The Thai Prime Minister and his government was re-elected to office in a landslide victory! Victory was in doubt some time ago, but the PM handled the tsunami disaster very well, and is actually doing something positive to help poor farmers. But he is an authoritarian with a terrible human-rights record, and there are fears that he will establish a ‘democratic dictatorship.’ 
Have seen on US TV programmes about scams associated with many US online universities. Most seem OK on the surface, but are mainly interested in money and don’t deliver the goods. I think I heard the University of Phoenix mentioned, which is an online university that appears a lot in my pop-up e-mail ads. 

I guess that’s about it for now. 

Cheers
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